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SUBJECT: CIV AIR: STATUS OF PLANNED SAA PURCHASES OF AIRCRAFT 

1 . LOCKHEED REP (ROBINSON) TOLD EMBASSY JULY 8 THAT DECISION DATE 

ON OUTSTANDING TENDERS FOR NEW AIRCRAFT HAD BEEN MOVED FROM JULY 23 
TO AUGUST 15. AS DEPT AWARE, FOUR FIRMS ARE COMPETING: LOCKHEED, 
BOEING, DOUGLAS, AND FRENCH AIRBUS. HE THOUGHT SAA DECISION WOULD 
BE TO PURCHASE TWO ADDITIONAL BOEING 747 SP'S TO GIVE SAA ADDITIONAL 
FLEXIBILITY FOR NON-STOP FLIGHTS TO EUROPE WHILE ON AIRCRAET TO MEET 
REGIONAL REQUIREMENTS LOCKHEED AND DOUGLAS WERE IN DEAD HEAT. HE 
BELIEVED THAT IE DECISION MADE ON PURELY TECHNICAL GROUNDS AIRBUS 
WOULD BE RULED OUT BECAUSE: (A) IT IS ONLY TWO ENGINE PLANE AND (B) 
WHILE INITIAL ECONOMICS ARE FAVORABLE, LONGER RANGE REQUIREMENTS IN 
TERMS TRAFEIC GROWTH ON LOCAL AND REGIONAL LINES WOULD MAKE IT 
UNECONOMIC OVER 5 TO 6 YEAR PERIOD. 

2. ROBINSON SAID HE HAD RECEIVED ASSURANCES FROM SAA ITS 
EVALUATION WOULD BE BASED PURELY ON TECHNICAL MERITS OF AIRCRAFT. 
HOWEVER, HE WAS STILL NERVOUS ABOUT POSSIBLE FRENCH POLITICAL 
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